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A Ugandan transport 
and logistics operator 
has been presented 

with a Global Fleet Champi-
ons Award for Sustainable 
Journeys in recognition of 
its outstanding commit-
ment to reducing road risk 
and fuel emissions.
The award was present-
ed to Markh Investments 
Company by Hope Against 
Victims of Traffic Accident 
(HOVITA) during an evening 
reception and award din-
ner held in Kampala, Ugan-
da, on Friday 31 January.
Global Fleet Champions 

Awards celebrate the 
best safety and sustain-
ability standards of fleets 
anywhere in the world, 
including in low- and mid-
dle-income nations where 
occupational road risk 
management is in urgent 
need of promoting and en-
couraging. 
The Sustainable Journeys 
Award, sponsored by Ver-
izon Connect, recognises 
organisations that have 
done the most to reduce 
risk and fuel emissions by 
enabling active and shared 
travel (cycling, walking and 

public transport use), or by 
improving journey routing 
to reduce distance trav-
elled by motorised vehi-
cles, and reduce motorised 
vehicles posing the highest 
risks to people walking and 
cycling (for example, avoid-
ing routes around schools).

The Sustainable Jour-
neys Award was judged 
by members of the Global 
Fleet Champions standards 
committee. The judges 
commended Markh In-
vestments for its strong 
commitment to road safety 

through route hazard train-
ing and journey plans, and 
to sustainability through 
investment in modern ve-
hicles. They also praised 
the organisation for the 
successful adoption of 
journey management prin-
ciples in what is often a 
difficult operating environ-
ment, making it an exem-
plary role model for other 
operators working in Ugan-
da and across sub-Saharan 
Africa.
More than 1.35 million 
people are killed every 
year in road crashes across 
the world and many more 
are seriously injured. Road 
crash injuries are the lead-
ing killer of young people 
aged 5-29, according to the 
latest Global Status Report 
on Road Safety 2018 pub-
lished by the World Health 
Organization (WHO).
The risk of dying in a 
road crash remains much 
higher for low- and mid-
dle-income countries than 
high-income countries. In 

Uganda, the rate of road 
traffic deaths far exceeds 
the global rate and is high-
er than the average for Af-
rica. In 2016, Uganda’s road 
traffic fatality rate stood 
at 29 deaths per 100,000 
people, compared with a 
global rate of 18.2 deaths 
per 100,000 people, and 
the African average of 26.6 
deaths per 100,000 peo-
ple.
Uganda Police report that 
3,689 Ugandans died in 
crashes on the country’s 
roads in 2018, and a fur-
ther 9,539 received seri-
ous, life-changing injuries.2 
The actual figures are likely 
to be even higher. In 2018, 
the United Nations Eco-
nomic Commission for Af-
rica reported that roads in 
Uganda are the most dan-
gerous in East Africa.3

Leading road safety prac-
titioners in Uganda have 
repeatedly raised concerns 
about the country’s poor 
road safety record, citing 
poor road infrastructure, 

importation of poor quali-
ty vehicles and dangerous 
driving manoeuvres as key 
problem areas.
They are calling for road 
safety to be recognised as 
a national problem that 
requires dedicated financial 
investment and human 
resources to address the 
social and economic costs 
to the country.

At the awards ceremony, 
Hope for Victims of Traffic 
Accident (HOVITA) unveiled 
its manifesto for safer 
transport in Uganda, call-
ing on the Government of 
Uganda to end deaths and 
serious injuries caused by 
road crashes.
HOVITA is calling for a na-
tional year-round cam-
paign to raise awareness of 
key road safety issues; an 
action plan to reduce the 
risk of driver fatigue; and 
high safety standards for 
the maintenance and con-
dition of all vehicles.

The Minister of Ministry of Works & Transport, Gen. E. Katumba Wamala (centre) shaking hands with one 
of the Directors of Markh Investments, at the Global Fleet Champions Award 2019 event.

FEATURE FEATURE
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presented with Global Fleet Champions Award 

More than 1.35 
million people 
are killed every 
year in road 
crashes across 
the world and 
many more 
are seriously 
injured. Road 
crash injuries 
are the leading 
killer of young 
people aged 
5-29
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